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Minimum Area Requirements for Non-Efficiency Dwellings 

  

Bedroom size and accessibility requirements 

Each bedroom must contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor area, and at least seven (7) feet of 

clear ceiling height above no less than half (1/2) of the floor area. A bedroom may not constitute the 

only means of access to another bedroom; but rather, all bedrooms must have independently accessible 

ingress and egress to the communal habitable space of the dwelling.  Each bedroom must have access 

to at least one bathroom without passing through another bedroom, and said bathroom must be 

located either on the same story as the bedroom or be no more than one story away. Kitchens and other 

non-habitable spaces may not be used for sleeping purposes.  

 

Occupancy restrictions 

Each bedroom must contain at least seventy (70) square feet of floor area in order to be occupied by 

one (1) person, and at least fifty (50) square feet of additional floor area for each additional occupant.  

In addition, when all inhabitants of a dwelling are not related by blood, marriage, or law, no more than 

four (4) people may inhabit a dwelling with three (3) or fewer bedrooms; and no more than five (5) people 

may inhabit a dwelling with four (4) or more bedrooms. 

 

Additional space requirements for high occupancy units 

A dwelling unit intended for occupancy of up to five (5) persons must have a kitchen that is at least fifty 

(50) square feet, a living room that is at least one hundred twenty (120) square feet, and a dining room 

that is at least eighty (80) square feet.  The living room and dining room may be a combined room of at 

least two hundred (200) square feet.  Units that do not meet these requirements may be inhabited by 

no more than four (4) persons, irrespective of the number of bedrooms. 

 

Requirements for Efficiency or “Studio” Apartments 

 

Space allocated for the kitchen and bathroom of a studio unit shall not be used to calculate maximum 

occupancy.  An efficiency unit may be occupied by not more than two (2) occupants, provided the 

dwelling contains a clear floor area of at least two hundred twenty (220) square feet excluding the 

kitchen and bathroom. An efficiency unit may be occupied by not more than three (3) occupants if the 

dwelling contains a floor area of at least three hundred twenty (320) square feet excluding the kitchen 

and bathroom.  No efficiency unit may be occupied by more than three (3) persons. 
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