
Comments on August 1, 2018 Planning Commission agenda items, 

received through July 25 

 

Items 1a/b,  South Nashville Community Plan 

Amendment/Fairgrounds Mixed-Use District 

 

From: Glenda Break [mailto:glendabreak@me.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 10:30 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan 

 

Commissioners, 

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for 

affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the 

entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I 

ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Glenda Break 

509 Southern Turf Dr. 

Nashville, TN 37211 

 

 

 

 



From: DH [mailto:hmscoachhardin@gmail.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 6:44 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Pending soccer stadium 

 

Good evening commissioners, 

     I am writing to you as a concerned citizen in the Nashville area.  I am, in short a soccer fan.  I started 

over 15 years ago, when I chose to coach the middle school soccer squad where I have taught.  I knew 

nothing about the game, other than the ball goes into the net.  I have worked with hundreds of students 

in understanding, and now appreciating the game.  Soccer is integral to the growth of Nashville, as in the 

MLS team.  Some things to consider regarding this huge decision being made in the near future: 

 If you don't believe that soccer in important to this community, just go out to look at any soccer 
field on a Saturday or Sunday.  Not only are they filled with recreational and travel teams, but 
Nashville also hosts some of the biggest tournaments in the nation. 

 I have watched soccer grow from the dredges of the Nashville Metros (in Metro Parks, 
nonetheless), up to what they are today.  Some of those same fans are the ones filling up the 
stands at First Tennessee Park. 

 I have seen Nissan Stadium fill to almost lower bowl capacity at 20,000 for 2 different USL 
(United Soccer League) matches with Nashville Soccer Club. 

 NSC has sold out in every home match they have participated in, which speaks volumes to the 
demand of soccer 

 We have averages that are above some of the lower-tier Major League Soccer teams that are 
already there.  This speaks volumes to potential with over a 20,000 seat stadium.   

 With well over 40,000 for two international matches, Nashville is becoming a hub for future 
growth in soccer.  World Cup 2026?  Definitely!  Nashville can handle it. 

 Good income for the city and state.  With people coming form all over the country, the city, 
county, and state will benefit from people spending their hard-earned money here.   

 With Hockey and Football on the map, soccer needs to be the next top professional to be here. 
 We have already agreed in part to have the stadium at the Fairgrounds.  In we go back on our 

word, this will not bode well for soccer in Nashville, as well as other endeavors in the future.  If 
we do not hold ourselves to the word and agreement we had, then our word means nothing to 
many businesses who consistently bring their time and money to us. 

I feel that these, along with many other points, are more than enough to have votes of "yes" for 

allowing NSC to have their MLS stadium at the Fairgrounds.  Yes, change is sometimes odd, and not 

everyone likes change, but this is something for the better.  Please take a moment to cement your 

decision, or if necessary, change your decision to a "Yes" vote.  Thank you for your time. 

Dwayne Hardin 

 



From: David Mangrum [mailto:dmangrum@boyle.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 5:03 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Major League Soccer 

 

Honorable Commissioners, 

 

Do not approve private sector Apartments, Condos, Office or Retail construction along with the 

proposed Soccer Stadium. It gives the appearance that someone in Metro Government, possible 

Commissioners or Council members, are personally benefiting from giving away land for private 

development.  

 

If there were no other options for private development, it may be a different discussion.  

 

Regards, 

 

David Mangrum 

Nashville Native 

 

From: topher fleming [mailto:topherfleming@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 2:44 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Wedgewood-Houston resident in favor of MLS as proposed 

 

Commission, 

 

I am a resident and registered voter in Wedgewood-Houston writing in support of MLS to The Fairgrounds 
as proposed.    Replacing dilapidated buildings and investing in the property with a plan that allows 
existing uses to remain is the type of win-win that Nashville can be proud of.   I imagine you'll hear from 
folks on both sides that feel upset, discouraged, or unheard.   I suppose that's normal.  I, for one, support 
the MLS coming to The Fairgrounds as proposed.  That includes the proposed demolition, the 10 acre 
lease, and the $50MM in GO bonds. 

 

Thank you for your time and service. 

 

Best, 



Topher Fleming  

615.812.1385 

 

From: Nathan McWilliams [mailto:jnmcwilliams@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 1:41 PM 

To: Grider, Anna (Planning) 

Subject: Regarding the Mixed-Use Fairground Zoning 

 

Dear Ms. Grider, 
 

My Name is Nathan McWilliams and my back yard touches the proposed Mixed Use area of the 
Fairgrounds.  I can’t stress enough how negative this will be for our community should it be 
allowed to pass. My sentiment is shared throughout the community. 
 

Our neighborhood is a special place.  It consists of mostly single-family homes, each with a 
yard, yet located only two miles from downtown.  The peace in our neighborhood is mostly due 
to the fairgrounds… the 100-acer plot of land that is void of the noise, pollution and traffic which 
would inevitably come if any of the land were to be rezoned for Mixed Use.  The community 
voted once on this but no one seemed to listen or care. You’re the only person I know that can 
speak on our behalf. 
 

Please don’t let our precious community be destroyed. 
 

Thank You, 
 

J. Nathan McWilliams 
Homeowner 
1906 Bransford Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37204 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jnmcwilliams@gmail.com


From: Clay Kottler [mailto:clayhk@outlook.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 12:34 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: "Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan!" 

 

Commissioners, I have lived next to the Fairgrounds for most of my adult life. The 
Fairgrounds area has had so much trouble keeping up with the rest of Nashville and it 
always points to the Fairgrounds for the stagnation. It currently occupies a huge tract of land 
that doesn't get used on a daily bases and is highly underutilized. Me and many other 
neighbors believe this is what keeps business owners from investing in the area. There just 
isn't enough daily commerce for investors to invest in the area like they have in all other 
parts of Nashville. The new plan for the Fairgrounds will be the catalyst the neighborhood 
has been wanting and needing for a long long time. I ask that you all vote in favor of the 
rezoning and community plan amendment. Thank you for your consideration. Clay Kottler 
615-294-2122  

 

 

 

From: Jason Howes [mailto:jasonmatthewhowes@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, July 23, 2018 11:37 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Hello, 
 
My wife and I have lived near the fairgrounds now for 10 years. We are super excited to 
see some forward progress on this property. We live at 510 Waycross drive. We have 
the closest property to the proposed soccer stadium and we support it! 
 
I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for affordable housing, 
neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the entire 
Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the 
Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan 
amendment. 
 
Jason Howes 
510 Waycross Drive 
 



 
 

 

From: Jennifer Trail [mailto:jen.trail@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, July 23, 2018 11:36 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds Plan! 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, my backyard overlooks the new and upcoming 
Fair Park, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for affordable 
housing, neighborhood services, community space and more.  
 
I have lived in this neighborhood for over 10 years, and am so excited about the 
prospect of an improved fairgrounds that is more accessible, more inclusive, and more 
of an asset to neighbor residents' quality of life. 
 



This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a 
new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning 
and community plan amendment.  
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Trail, LMSW 
510 Waycross Drive 
37211 
 

 

The Nashville Flea Market Vendors’ Association submitted the 

following petition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















































































From: Megan Milner [mailto:ameganmilner@gmail.com]  

Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2018 2:29 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I am a second generation Nashville resident. Both of my parents 
grew up going to the Fairgrounds, and my dad even sold programs outside the Fairgrounds as an adolescent to 
make money for food. The Fairgrounds have a rich history in this city, but in order for the Fairgrounds to remain 
relevant, a trajectory shift is necessary. I fully believe we can maintain the history, intent, and existing usage of 
the fairgrounds while at the same time investing in future fairgrounds utilization. As such, I support the 
legislation to rezone a portion of the property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space 
and more. This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of 
funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 
 
While not relevant to the rezoning and community plan amendment, I also fully support the MLS stadium and 
accompanying developments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alice Megan Milner 
Property Owner & Resident 
536B Moore Avenue 
Nashville, TN 
 
 

From: Kaitlin Pinson [mailto:kaitlinadamspinson@gmail.com]  

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 12:19 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Dear Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for 
affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the entire 
Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you 
vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kaitlin 
 
1703 Allison Place 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Kaitlin Pinson 

615-566-2242 

kaitlinadamspinson@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kaitlinadamspinson@gmail.com


From: Ken Cavanaugh [mailto:cavaken@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 3:17 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Support the Fairgrounds plan 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

While I live in Nashville, I do not live very close to the Fairgrounds.  My visits to the fairgrounds are 

limited to going to the flee market once every 5 to 10 years or driving through on Wedgewood to get to 

Nolensville Pike.  When I heard of this plan to add the MLS stadium and to upgrade the facilities at the 

Fairgrounds I was very excited.  We all know that the Fairgrounds are in pretty poor shape and that this 

new development would upgrade the facility without affecting the racetrack or the fleemarket (not 

withstanding during construction where things may be in flux.)  While I know some see the rezoning of a 

part of the fairgrounds for housing, community space and possibly some needed restaurants or food 

options as a problem, I think that it is critical for creating a vibrant area that brings people in and not just 

to cut through on their way to Nolensville Pike.  And I assume the housing and businesses will provide 

the Fairgrounds a new source of money. 

 

Please vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 

 

Regards, 

 

Ken Cavanaugh 

7228 Holt Run Dr. 

Nashville, TN 37211 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Mark Dancer [mailto:markdancer@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 12:20 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: YES to MLS!! 

 

Planning Commission Members, 

 

As a lifelong soccer supporter, I have seen the way that The World's Game can bind 
communities together. I have made fast friends with people from all over the country through a 
shared love of soccer. Soccer is more than just a sport, it is a way of life.  

 

The city of Nashville will benefit greatly from a MLS team. The combination of an MLS team and 
the potential for becoming a World Cup host site in 2026 would put Nashville squarely at the 
center of the sports world, and would be a major boost to tourism revenue.  

 

My wife and I are season ticket holders for the Nashville SC USL franchise, so I am already 
investing in the future of the sport in Nashville.  

 

Please invest in Nashville's future by voting YES to build the MLS stadium at the fairgrounds, 
and keeping the commitment we have already made to MLS.  

 

Mark Dancer 

3077 Harpeth Springs Dr.  

Nashville, TN 37221 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Brett Henry [mailto:brett@pricecpas.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 9:52 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors Support the Fairgrounds Plan! 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone 
a portion of the property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, 
community space and more. This is a critical piece of the entire 
Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding 
for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and 
community plan amendment. 
 

Thanks in advance. 

 

Brett Henry, CPA 

 

PRICE CPAs, PLLC 

 

3825 BEDFORD AVE. | SUITE 202 | NASHVILLE, TN 37215  

T: 615.577.6643 direct | 615.385.0686 main | F: 615.463.0586  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Mike Bachta [mailto:mikebachta@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 7:44 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Fairgrounds Zoning 

 

Commissioners, 

 

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the 

property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a 

critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of 

funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan 

amendment. 
 

Sincerely, 

Michael Bachta 

1315 Pillow Street 

Nashville, TN 37203 

 

 

From: Rachel Chinetti [mailto:rachelchinetti@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 7:43 AM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Subject: Neighbors Support the fairgrounds plan 
 
Commissioners, 
 
I’m a Nashville native who lives just a few blocks from the fairgrounds and I am emailing to show my full 
support of the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for affordable housing, neighborhood 
services, community space and more. This element of the plan will provide a new source of funding so I 
ask that you vote in favor or the rezoning and community plan amendment.  
 
Rachel Turner Chinetti 
1255 1st Ave S 
Nashville, TN 37210 
 

 

 

 



From: eric burgos [mailto:edub.dnb@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 6:58 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan. 

 

Affordable housing. 

A true community space (not just for the neighborhood, but for the whole city). 

Having somewhere to actually walk to. 

The world's game. 

 

I'm counting on each of you to vote FOR the rezoning approval at the fairgrounds. It really is a no 

brainer. Private money paying off the public's help with the financing, and everything at the fairgrounds 

gets an improvement. Thanks in advance for moving forward with this. 

 

Eric Burgos 

 

 

 

From: Paul Chinetti [mailto:paul.chinetti@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 5:33 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Commissioners,  

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville on 1st Ave S., I've been a resident since 2014 and I support 

any and all legislation to rezone a portion of the property for affordable housing, neighbrhood 

derives, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds 

Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you 

vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment.  

Sincerely, 



Paul Chinetti  

Chestnut Hill 1255 1st Ave. S. Nashville TN 37210 

--  

Senior Graphic Designer   

 

www.paulchinetti.com 

 

 

 

From: Samantha Steele [mailto:sam@triple8mgmt.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:57 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: I support the fairgrounds plan 

 

Hello Commissioners! 

I am reaching out to let you know that I live and work near the fairgrounds and I support the legislation 

to rezone part of the space for more affordable housing, neighborhood services and spaces useful to the 

community! I ask that you vote in favor of rezoning and community plan amendment. 

 

Thanks very much for your time. 

 

Samantha Steele 

111B Rains Ave 

Nashville, TN 37203 

 

 

Samantha Steele 

615.490.5902 

http://www.paulchinetti.com/


From: Mark Hollingsworth [mailto:markhollin@comcast.net]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:52 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: A neighbor in support of the fairgrounds plan 

 

Dear Planning Commission, 

 
 

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the 
property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a 
critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of 
funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan 
amendment. 

 
 

I also believe that the MLS Stadium will be a game changer (no pun intended) for the grounds 
and surrounding area…a real catalyst for South Nashville. 

 
 

Thanks for your consideration.  : ) 

 
 

Cheers, 

Mark Hollingsworth  

906 Montrose Ave. 

Nashville, TN 37204 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Mike Miles [mailto:mmmsmiles@gmail.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 4:46 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors Support the Fairgrounds Plan 

 

Commissioners, 

 

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone portions of the property to 

improve it's usefulness and opportunities for the community, including those proposed by the measure 

being brought before your committee. This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements 

Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the 

rezoning and community plan amendment. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Miles 

540 A Moore Ave, Nashville TN 37203 

mmmsmiles@gmail.com 

 

 

 

From: Jim Beckner, Jr. [mailto:beckner.james86@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:43 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Please Support The MLS Fairgrounds Plan 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

mailto:mmmsmiles@gmail.com


Please support the forthcoming legislation to rezone property at The Fairgrounds for affordable housing, 

community space, and other services.  

 

The Fairgrounds is a historic piece of Nashville's history, and I believe The Fairgrounds Improvement 

Plan brings much needed new life to The Fairgrounds and the overall community. 

 

Please vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment.  

 

Thank you and have a nice day.  

 

 

 

From: Ben Baden [mailto:baden.ben@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:28 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Commissioners, 
  
I’m one of the more than 6,000 season ticket holders for Nashville Soccer Club, and I 
live near the Fairgrounds Nashville. 
 

I’m writing you today to say that I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the 
property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. 
This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a 
new source of funding for the Fairgrounds.  
 

I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment and help do 
your part to bring MLS to Nashville! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ben Baden 

926 Benton Ave. 
 



 

 

From: Jeremiah Lewis [mailto:jeremiah.a.lewis@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:25 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Nashville SC Stadium- please approve!! 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of 
the property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and 
more. This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will 
provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the 
rezoning and community plan amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeremiah Lewis 
1903 Seminole Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37211 
--  

Jeremiah Lewis | (415) 756-6665  

 

 

 

From: John Oaks [mailto:john.oaks@ymail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:20 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Commissioners, 

 

I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the 

property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a 

critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of 

funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan 

amendment. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4/


 

Sincerely, 

 

John Oaks 

2160 Byrum Ave 

Nashville TN 

John.oaks@ymail.com 

504-343-6783 

 

 

 

From: Darin Favorite [mailto:darinfav1@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:10 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Vote in FAVOR of the rezoning and Community plan amendment.. please! 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property for 
affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the entire 
Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you 
vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Yours,  

 

Darin Favorite 

Owner/CEO  

Favorite Entertainment 

AllthingsMusicProduction 

Consulting 

c.(615) 260-4923 

www.FavoriteEntertainment.net/ 

 

 

mailto:John.oaks@ymail.com
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From: Kate Ashby Bachta [mailto:emailkateashby@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:09 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan 

 

Commissioners, 
 
I live near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of 
the property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and 
more. This is a critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will 
provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of 
the rezoning and community plan amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kate Ashby Bachta 
1315 Pillow Street 
Nashville, TN 37203 
 
 

 
kate ashby bachta 
c: 615.414.7343│ e: emailkateashby@gmail.com 
***Please note new last name and email address...thanks! 
 

 

 

From: James Ryan Snellen, CFP [mailto:james.snellen@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:07 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners; Sledge, Colby (Council Member) 

Subject: Neighbors in Support of the MLS Stadium 

 

Commissioners, 

 

I live near the fairgrounds and want to reiterate my support of having the necessary votes (August 1st 

hearing) to advance the development plans and extend a very warm welcome to our Nashville MLS 

mailto:emailkateashby@gmail.com


team. This is a huge win as a city to receive this expansion team and hope you'll help receive them by 

not obstructing the measures needed to take place in order to continue advancing Nashville for a more 

prosperous future.  

 

Ryan Snellen 

924 Archer St. 

 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Vince Romanelli [mailto:vince@vinceromanelli.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:00 PM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Subject: Neighbors Support the Fairgrounds plan!! 
 
Hello Commissioners! 
   I have lived on Hamilton for the last 12 years, and I support the rezone of the property for affordable 
housing, and community space.   I believe it to be a VERY important part of the Improvement plan, and it 
never hurts to get some more funding coming in! 
 
I would ask you to please vote in favor of the rezoning.    I’ll bring cookies to the opening of the stadium 
 
Thank you! 
 
Vince Romanelli 
616 Hamilton Ave 
Nashville, TN 
37203  
 

 

 

From: Jon Knowlton [mailto:jonathan.knowlton@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 3:58 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Cc: Colby Sledge 

Subject: Support of the Fairgrounds/MLS plan 

 

Commissioners, 



 

 

I live near the Fairgrounds in Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the 

property for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a 

critical piece of the entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of 

funding for the Fairgrounds. I ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan 

amendment. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jonathan Knowlton 

2310 Elliott Avenue, Apt 502 

Nashville, TN 37204  
 

 

 

From: Jeff Meisenhelder [mailto:jeff.meisenhelder@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 3:56 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Neighbors support the Fairgrounds plan! 

 

Commissioners, 

 

I work near the Fairgrounds Nashville, and I support the legislation to rezone a portion of the property 

for affordable housing, neighborhood services, community space and more. This is a critical piece of the 

entire Fairgrounds Improvements Plan, and will provide a new source of funding for the Fairgrounds. I 

ask that you vote in favor of the rezoning and community plan amendment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeff Meisenhelder  

Home Address: 909 Oakwell Farms Lane, Hermitage, TN 37076 



Work Address: 200 Oceanside Drive, Nashville, TN 37076 

 

--  

--Jeff Meisenhelder 

jeff.meisenhelder@gmail.com 

 

From: D C BARON [mailto:dcbaron.is@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 11:37 AM 

To: Grider, Anna (Planning) 

Subject: Case #2018CP-015-001 

 

Ms. Grider- 

 

The applicant’s proposal (2018CP-015-001) should be not be recommended for approval for the 

following reasons:  

(1)    The proposed location is not an appropriate place for a mix of uses.  

 

 Please refer to the 72 signatures from residents of the immediate community along Bransford, Benton, 

and Wedgewood Avenues, who oppose the proposed mix of uses, just as my family does.  

 

These signatures were submitted in person to the Metro Planning Department on July 20, 

2018.  Additional signatures are forthcoming and will be provided to the Planning Department before the 

Zoning Public Hearing on August 1, 2018. 

 

(2)    The present District Impact (DI) and Open Space (OS) land use policies are appropriate according to 

the NashvilleNext Community Character Manual (CCM): 

 

“Large amusement and entertainment complexes”, such as the Speedway, Fairgrounds & State Fair 

functions that exist at 300 Rains Avenue, are characteristic of DI land use policy (CCM, p. 279).  

 

mailto:jeff.meisenhelder@gmail.com
mailto:dcbaron.is@gmail.com


To surround DI areas with OS is both appropriate and common practice, rather than T4-CC.  Changing a 

portion of DI and OS to T4-CC reduces the area available as an amenity to patrons of the State Fair, 

Speedway and Fairgrounds.  The CCM clearly states that: 

  “Open space areas are appropriate as an amenity for workers and/or patrons of D-I areas and 
for transition and buffering. In general, permanent residential activities are not appropriate in D-
I areas.  (CCM, p. 279) 

 “Commonly used boundaries to define D-I policy areas include, but are not limited to: 
“…transitional uses (open space, institutional)… and consideration of the impact of these areas 
on surrounding communities and the availability of land for necessary buffering.” (CCM, p. 280) 

(3)    The applicant proposes a T4-CC land use policy to allow for a mix of uses, yet the applicant’s 

Preliminary Specific Plan (SP) does not adhere to some of the following T4-CC Design Principles: 

 

Building forms “respond to differences in topography to avoid buildings that loom over lower-intensity 

buildings at lower elevations” (CCM, p. 209) 

 The lack of transitioning depicted in the site plan suggests the existing 
community will NOT be served by the proposed Mixed Use District, but 
eliminated by it. 

Building forms “complement the adjacent neighborhoods that it serves” (CCM, p. 206) and “step down in 

height as they move closer to adjacent lower-intensity areas” (CCM, p. 209).  “Buildings of all types in T4-

CC areas are generally three to five stories tall (CCM, p. 207): 

 The SP depicts its building forms sited on an area of the subject property that is 
noticeably higher than the surrounding residential neighborhood of single-family 
and duplex residencies, due to topography, with building heights of six to eight 
stories. 

 Building forms are placed directly against the property line parallel to Bransford 
Avenue, which would cause them to tower above the surrounding community. 

If the proposed Mixed Use District is approved, it will bring an unprecedented amount of traffic, noise, 

and a critical loss of Fairgrounds event parking to a neighborhood already crippled by traffic congestion, 

noise at all hours of the day, and parking dilemmas during existing Fairgrounds events that spill out into 

our neighborhood.  This project would intensify cycles of traffic for longer periods throughout a seven 

day week, which would negatively impact our day to day lives.  Why would anyone would want to live at 

an apartment or stay hotel adjacent to an existing racetrack or a future soccer stadium that will serve as 

a concert venue? 

 



Additionally, blasting will be required to construct this abomination in an area where caves are known to 

exist beneath the Fairgrounds property and throughout the surrounding area.  I provided this 

information to the Fair Board on October 4, 2017, and virtually nothing has been done to address the 

liability blasting brings to both the surrounding neighborhood and Metro Nashville. 

 

I do not support a change to the standing policy or any municipal action that would allow this proposed 

project forward. 

 

The 2011 Referendum clearly indicates that the voters of Davidson County do not want the Fairgrounds 

property altered; please kindly consider this fact in your Staff Report. 

 

Kind regards- 

 

Daniel Baron 

 

On behalf of Ms. Mildred Smith, his grandmother, long-time resident of: 

1912 Bransford Avenue 

 

Nashville, TN 37204 

 

From: Patrick Read [mailto:patrickread@icloud.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 7:49 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Support - 2018CP-015-001 

 

Hello, 
 
I wanted to voice my support for the Fairgrounds Redevelopment Plan 2018CP-015-
001. I live in the neighborhood, Carvell Ave to be exact. This would be good for the 
community. This would be good for the city. This would be good for Wedgwood 
Houston. This would be good for the fairgrounds. Wedgewood Houston and the 
Fairgrounds need this Redevelopment Plan to pass.  
 
I support 2018CP-015-001 and so should the Counselors and Commissioners. This is 
an absolute win win for all.  
 
Thanks for your time.  
 

All the best, 

mailto:patrickread@icloud.com


Patrick 

__ 

Patrick Read 

(615) 289-6183 

patrickread@icloud.com 

615.862.7199 

 

 

 

From: Danielle Dean [mailto:edanielledean@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 9:33 PM 

To: Grider, Anna (Planning) 

Subject: In favor of rezoning for Fairgrounds 

 

Hello, 

 

I was unable to attend the meeting this evening. However, I wanted to make sure that my voice is heard 

in favor over what I expect was a very vocal minority in opposition this evening.  

 

I am a resident of the Wedgewood-Houston neighborhood and a native Nashvillian. Over the past 40 

years, I have watched my hometown grow. I understand others' concerns over these changes. I also 

believe there is little that can be done to slow the rate of growth. I firmly believe that this growth is 

rooted in the fact that life for Nashvillians is very good compared to the rest of urban America. I think 

these changes are good for Nashville too. 

 

The Fairgrounds are exceptionally valuable lands adjacent to the downtown corridor. However, their 

usage by the public is shockingly sparse compared to its size and value. It's time to find more uses for 

the land that benefit more Nashvillians. I'm not advocating for the destruction of the race track or the 

flea market. I understand that those have value to other Nashvillians. However, everyone stands to 

benefit in the long-term by updating or replacing existing structures in the property. The proposed 

soccer arena would also benefit the area and Nashville in general. 

mailto:patrickread@icloud.com
mailto:edanielledean@gmail.com


 

I hope the zoning board will continue forward with the proposed rezoning plans for the fairgrounds. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

E. Danielle Dean 

538A Moore Avenue  

Nashville, TN 37203 

--  

Danielle 

 

From: Noelle Scaggs Gmail [mailto:noelle.scaggs@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2018 9:07 PM 
To: Planning Staff 
Subject: Notice if Development  
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
I am writing regarding case: 2018SP-047-001/2018CP-015-001 (Fairgrounds Mixed-Use)  
 
I am 100 percent against the rezoning of my district. I’ve seen far too many of these subdivided 
properties pop up all around this community with no end in site.  It’s seems that people are trying to get 
around the new laws on no. Resident permits for vacation rentals by turning their properties into this 
form of development.  It’s hurting the surrounding communities, and effecting the values of the 
surrounding homes.  I’ve watched Green Hills be bombarded by this type of unregulated rezoning.   
 
Unfortunately due to my work schedule and constant traveling, I will not be able to attend the planning 
commission hearings, however I would like this Peter to be my voice and my vote as a community 
member, who owns a home in this currently beautiful neighborhood.  If there is another way of making 
sure that my concerns are heard and submitted to the Planning Committee please let me know, I am 
happy to fill out anything online.  This cannot happen!   
 
Thank you!  
 
 
Noelle Scaggs  
2109 Grantland Avenue  
Nashville TN 37204 

mailto:noelle.scaggs@gmail.com


 

From: Home [mailto:dksimpson429@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 7:55 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Support for soccer stadium  

 

I am writing in support for the new soccer stadium at the fairgrounds. Finally, there is a unifying purpose 

for this underutilized part of Nashville, around a sport that exemplifies our growing diverse population. 

My family of 5 have been to a few Nashcille soccer club games and soccer uniquely brings together so 

many races and otherwise divided parts of our city into one fan base. We will buy season tickets. We will 

support this.  

DAN SIMPSON, CEO  

6154298418 

Dsimpson@tazikiscafe.com 

 

Items 2a/b, Bellevue Community Plan Amendment/Security Central 

Storage 

 

From: Honegger, H Willi [mailto:h.willi.honegger@Vanderbilt.Edu]  

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 7:40 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners; dara.sanders@Nashville.go; Henderson, Angie (Council Member) 

Subject: MPC Case # 2018CP-006-002, for 7037 Hwy 70 South 

 

Ref.: MPC Case # 2018CP-006-002, for 7037 Hwy 70 South 

Valued Planning Commission Members, 

My name is Willi Honegger; I live on 6522 Rolling Fork Dr. in West Meade. I am opposing the 

development of the planned storage facility behind Aldi in the Hicks property. 

Here are the reasons:  

   It is unacceptable that a huge building is erected next to Coronado requiring a Community 
plan change from residential-only policy to a policy that would support more commercial 
development. The allowance of rezoning would open the door for more commercial 
development in an area which is already saturated with business and retail.  

mailto:Dsimpson@tazikiscafe.com


   According to the building plans, the storage building would loom over the residential houses 
of Coronado degrading the view shed of the community and thus, the value of their properties. 
If the erection of the storage facility would be allowed, an abundance of the tree canopy in this 
area and close to Coronado would disappear. This is unacceptable. As you know, more and 
more of the tree canopy disappears in Nashville. The residents of Coronado need the 
maintenance of a tree buffer towards commercial buildings for healthy living and so does the 
adjacent Hill property, an extension of the Warner parks. 

   As we all know, the hills around Bellevue all contain unstable soils. Coronado has invested 
expensive work for stabilizing the hill towards the planned storage facility. Developing such a 
big building would require of building more extensive walls to prevent any possible sliding and 
would compromise the work Coronado has already invested. 

   I am therefore asking you, the members of the MPC, to vote against the construction of the 
storage facility. 

Thank you, 

Willi Honegger  
 

 

Item 5, Elm Hill Place SP 

 

 

From: Andrea Reynolds [mailto:andreakreynolds@att.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 1:02 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: 2018SP-035-001 Elm Hill Place 

 

Commissioners, 

 

Please remove Elm Hill Place from the consent agenda for 8/1. Again, informally the neighbors have 

been told that the plan has been modified to reduce the number and type of homes; however, I was 

taught that informal means nothing, and your consent agenda still provides for 166 multi family homes - 

over 12 houses per acre. Even the alleged new plan still provides for 9 houses per acre, which is more 

dense than the current RS10 zoning, and inconsistent with the intended “Nashville Next” characteristics 

of this area (T3-NM).   

 



Again, please remove this item from the consent agenda and postpone the current meeting date.  

 

Thank you, 

James and Andrea Reynolds 

3412 White Pine Drive 

37214 

 

 

From: lindanance0007@comcast.net [mailto:lindanance0007@comcast.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 6:44 PM 

To: Leeman, Bob (Planning); Planning Staff; Huezo, Holly (Council Member) 

Subject: 2018SP-035-001 150/300 more cars/drivers on Elm Hill M-F to & from work 08-01-2018 @ 4P 

CLARIFICATION PLEASE 

Importance: High 

 

2018SP-035-001 150/300 more cars/drivers on Elm Hill M-F to & from work 08-01-
2018 @ 4P CLARIFICATION PLEASE 

 

Mr. Leeman; Council Woman Huezo and all; 

 

Frankly, I’m/we’re confused. As I understand it from those who were able to 
attend the last one, our opinion does NOT matter and you are merely informing us 
of a decision you have already made.  If so, then why carry on all of this pretense 
of caring what we think with yet another meeting, which I (and most of us for that 
matter) will NOT be able to attend because you have planned it for 4:00P? We 
work and this is not our full time job as it is for you. As you are well aware, 
getting to the first floor at 700 2nd Avenue in the traffic congestion (which you 
seem insistent of making even worse) prevents most of us from attending at 4P. 
As property owners and/or residents we have expressed our needs but you will 
not listen.  What will be different this time?  I need to know to see if it is worth 
taking off work early on 08-01-2018. 

Thanks, 

mailto:lindanance0007@comcast.net
mailto:lindanance0007@comcast.net


Linda Nance full owner of 103 N Timber Dr. Nashville 37214 

 

 

 

(attachment follows) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MnrnoPoLITAN GovTnNMENT
On NaSHVILLE AND DavmSoN CouNry
Planning Department, Metro Office Building
800 Second Avenue South
P.O. Box 196300
Nashville, Tennessee 3 7 219-63 00
www.nashville.gov

METRO PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF A ZONING PUBLIG HEARING

You have received this notice because you own property near where an application to rezone or
subdivide property has been filed. I his notice is to inform you of an upcoming pubiic heariiig by tlie
Metro Planning Commission on this proposed rezoning or subdivision.

Metro Planning Commission Public Hearing:
The Metro Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the case identified below on Auqust
7_ffi, at 4:00 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter at the Sonny West Conference Center (First
Floor), 700 2nd Ave S. lnterested persons may speak at this hearing to give reason or show cause
why the change should or should not be made.

The Metro
request.
request.

Planning Commission wil! make a recommendation
The Metro Council will make the fina! decision to

to the Metro Gounci! on this
approve or disapprove this

lPlease Nofe; This item may be placed on the Consent Agenda which is considered at the
beginning of the Commission meeting. No individual public hearing will be held, nor will the
Commission debate items on the Consent Agenda unless a member of the audience, or a member
of the Commission requests the item be removed from the Consent Agenda.l

Case 2018SP-035-001
ELM HILL PLACE
Map 108, Parcel(s)053, 208,337

3x n'"""'J, Ji,,?i i3' ifi i, ryi,"J}:T 
e ( 2 0 0 a )

A request to rezone from RS10 to SP-R zoning on properties located at3112,3128 Elm Hill Pike and
Elm Hill Pike (unnumbered), approximately 415 feet east of Timber Valley Drive (13.56 acres), to
permit 166 multi-family residential units, requested by Southeastern Development Enterprise, LLC,
applicant; Gregg and Susan Eatherly and Gerre Goss White, owners.

RS10 Zoning:

SP Zoning:

Low-medium density residential, requiring a minimum of 10,000 square foot lot and
intended for single-family dwellings at a density of 3.7 dwelling units per acre.
A specific plan district is a zoning category adopted by Councilwith an associated
site plan which determines the density, building layout and street layout.
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Need more information?

To check on the status of this case or for more information, please refer to the case number and call the
Planning Department at 862-7190 or e-mail al planningstaff@nashville.gov. You may also come by our office
located at 800 Second Avenue South (beside the Howard Office Building) between 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.,
Monday-Friday.

For directions to our office or to read staff's analysis of this request, go to our web site at
www.nashville.qov/mpc. The staff analysis will be available on our web site the Monday before each meeting.
For the analysis, click-on "Planning Commission Deadlines, Meeting Schedules and Staff Reports" from the left
navigation menu and select the meeting date on the reverse of this notice.

Equal Employnnent Opportunity Employer

The Planning Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, religion, creed or disability in admission to, access to, or

operations of its programs, services, or activities. Discrimination against any person in recruitment, examination,
appointment, training, promotion, retention, discipline or any other employment practices because of non-merit
factors shall be prohibited. For ADA inquiries, contact Josie Bass, ADA Compliance Coordinator, at (615) 862-
7150 or josie.bass@nashville.gov . For Title Vl inquiries, contact Melody Fowler-Green, executive director of
Human Relations at (615) 880-3370. For all employment-related inquiries, call 862-6640.
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Item 6, Edgehill Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Rachel Zijlstra [mailto:rachelz@me.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 7:49 AM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Subject: Protect Edgehill- 018NHC-001-0001/BL2018-1245 
 
Dear Planning Commissioners, 
 
Please support Edgehill’s efforts to preserve and promote our neighborhood and history.  The Green 
Hills-Midtown Community Plan is not sufficient to protect our neighborhood.  The Neighborhood 
Conservation Overlay seeks to protect just 5% of the households in Edgehill, those homes that fall in the 
most western boundary.  Working closely with the Historic Commission, Planning staff and Council 
Members, The Edgehill Coalition has been able to craft a tool that’ll pick up where our Community Plan 
falls shorts. 
 
Your help is needed. Please support Edgehill’s future. 
 
Best. 
Rachel 
 

 

From: Karin Kalodimos [mailto:kkalodimos@gmail.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 7:47 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Cc: O'Connell, Freddie (Council Member); Sledge, Colby (Council Member) 

Subject: Support Edgehill Neighborhood Conservation Overlay 2018NHC-001-0001/BL2018-1245 

Dear Commissioners, 

Attached you will find my letter in support of the overlay. 

Sincerely, 

Karin Kalodimos 

907 Villa Place 

Nashville, TN 37212 

(attachment follows) 



Karin Kalodimos 

907 Villa Place 

Nashville, TN  37212 

July 24, 2018 

Metro Nashville Planning Commission 

planning.commissioners@nashville.gov 

Dear Commissioners, 

I am writing in support 2018NHC-001-0001/BL2018-1245, the Edgehill Neighborhood Conservation Overlay. 

I have lived at 907 Villa Place since January of 2001 when I married my husband who has lived in our home since 

1997 when he bought the house.  I have always loved history and antiques so living in our home is pure joy.  My 

husband bought the house from Alphonso Cartwright whose mother was the first African American bank teller  in 

Nashville.  We are the third or fourth owners of our house built in circa 1905. 

As much as I love history and our historic home, it is our neighborhood, our community of Edgehill that makes it 

special.  If the house was somewhere else, I am certain that it would not be the same.  Edgehill is a historically 

significant African American community with a rich history including several significant figures.  It is the range of 

historic homes styles and the history of Edgehill that deserves preserving and saving.  This history, community, and 

streetscape are irreplaceable.  It is sitting on my front porch and seeing neighbors walking by. It is walking through 

the neighborhood and stopping to chat with neighbors on their porches.  It is knowing our neighbors, helping them, 

and if something is amiss – letting them know. 

As a member of the Edgehill Neighborhood Coalition and serving on the overlay committee, I know first -hand how 

we worked to include all voices and to examine all possible methods to protect Edgehill’s history and culture.  The 

modified guidelines addressed some of those concerns. 

During this two-year process, much has already been lost.  Developers have even re-named a portion of Edgehill as 

“Gulch South”.  We have only 5% left that qualifies for the NCZO.  In addition, there have been efforts to take away 

three parks, to build multiple high-density multi-story units.  We feel under siege and some would say we are.  The 

NCZO is the best tool available to protect Edgehill’s character and to allow homeowners flexibility for those that 

want to add on or rebuild when their home is non-contributing or contributing and beyond repair.  Simultaneously 

it is the only tool to protect Edgehill’s history, architecture, and diversity.  

The NCZO does not prohibit new development, but rather uses guidelines that determine what type of building to 

build.  It respects the community that has lived here and continues to call Edgehill home.  It maintains the 

character of the community and ultimately the historic homes are parts that make up the whole.  Without the 

NCZO, the destruction of historic homes will continue at its rapid pace.  Many of these contributing and non-

contributing houses replaced by towering buildings, with wall-to-wall windows, and rooftop decks.  When rebuild, 

the person living next door loses privacy and further disconnects neighbors.   

Many people have moved on or forced to relocate in part due to a trend to build duplexes often used as non -owner 

occupied short-term rentals.  Primarily, redevelopment occurs to smaller ranch houses that would not contri bute 

and yet this too changes the socio-economic character and makeup of Edgehill. Only affluent residents who can 

afford the higher price homes and higher property taxes move in. It is changing from a working class White and 



 

African American community with children to STR’s and a higher income population.  It is rapidly creating a 

neighborhood with no recognition of its history and culture.  One where we are less able to look out for each other, 

because we don’t know the various people are coming in and out of the houses at various times during the day and 

night. 

My husband and I have no plans to sell.  We never did so the argument that the rapid redevelopment is best for the 

community is moot as it is for most long-term residents. There are no other tools to preserve the architecture, the 

history, and its community. 

The primary arguments stated from those that oppose the overlay include more local government interference, 

that it will be costly and prohibitive to homeowners wanting additions, and property r ights. I would argue that 

these statements are misleading.  While there is an extra step in getting a permit, almost 100% of requests are 

approved.  50% administratively or with consent, 25% pass after they speak at Historic, and 25% of those that fail 

at the first Historic Commission hearing resubmit with changes and then pass.  In addition, there is no fee and I 

would assume that passing through Historic would assist homeowners getting their permits at Planning.  

Lastly, a house is more than a structure; a community is more than a single house.  While it consists of various 

houses and individual residents, it is both that make a community whole.  Please pass the Edgehill Neighborhood 

Overlay and help protect the 5% of our Edgehill community that remains.   

Sincerely, 

Karin Kalodimos 

Karin Kalodimos 

Cc:   CM Freddie O’Connell 

 CM Colby Sledge 

 



 

  From: Marguerite Chapman [mailto:retiredteacher0602@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2018 6:45 AM 

To: O'Connell, Freddie (Council Member); Sledge, Colby (Council Member); Colby Sledge; Planning 

Commissioners 

Subject: Supporter of the Edgehill Conservation Overly 

 

 

Dear Freddie, Colby and Planning Commissionioners, 

 

For 45 years, the home at 1721 15th Avenue, has been in my family. My parents purchased the home 

from a very savvy African American woman. We learned years ago from her, to keep this property in our 

family and that one day it would be worth far more money than we could image. We held on to that 

promise! 

 

As the growing Nashville economy would have it, our investment increased significantly. We have 

maintained the home however; that does not compare to the contributions made by the children who 

once lived here, to the Nashville community as a whole. Products of feeder schools in the Edgehill 

neighborhood, my children, nieces and nephews became attorneys, pastors, entrepreneurs, relators 

and  community/political organizers. The schools which comprised the feeder system in Edgehill were 

Carter Lawrence, Rose Park and Hillsboro High School. Because we moved into this home, the young 

people in our extended family were able to receive a world class education. They stayed in Nashville to 

attend TSU and Trevecca. Our family is committed to education and the many fine colleges and 

universities which make Nasvhille the “Athens of the South.” 

 

So, when I hear about tearing down houses, not homes, it concerns me. We moved to this 

neighborhood because we wanted a better life for our children. We stayed here because we want the 

same for the next generation of entrepreneurs, architects, lawyers and musicians which call 1721 15th 

Avenue “home”. 

 

I strongly encourage you to help pass the Edgehill Conservation Overlay for more than land use and 

property rights purposes. It is a special place for African American families who want their kids to have 

the best in life.  

 



Marguerite Chapman 

Retired Teacher  

Property Owner 1721 and 1723 15th 

615-383-5007 

 

 

 

From: Jones, Jennifer [mailto:JJones@bmi.com]  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 2:35 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: FW: Support of Edgehill Neighborhood Conservation Overlay / Council Bill No. BL2018-1245 

 

  

I, Jennifer Jones, a homeowner and resident of 1031 15th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37212 since 1999, give 

this written notification of my support of Council Bill No. BL2018-1245 which would install a 

Neighborhood Conservation Overlay on most of Villa and parts of 15th Ave S, South St, Tremont and 

Edgehill.   

  

I would greatly appreciate your help in preserving important aspects of our neighborhood.  Thank you 

for your service.   

  

Sincerely,  

  

  

Jennifer Jones 

(615) 372-9386 

1031 15th Ave S 

Nashville, TN  37212 



 

 

 

 

From: Shoemaker, Moore Benjamin [mailto:moore.b.shoemaker@Vanderbilt.Edu]  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 7:41 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Cc: aehal1@yahoo.com; rob82b@gmail.com; Rachel Tapper Zijlstra 

Subject: South Street Support for Edgehill Overlay 

 

Dear Planning Commissioners, 

  

Thank you for considering Edgehill's application for a Conservation Overlay. South Street is one of the 
most historic streets in our neighborhood, but there has been a major debate about whether to 
include South Street in the Overlay. This is because several vocal property investors who do not live in 
our neighborhood have organized an opposition effort. The vast majority of residents on South Street, 
who actually live there, support the Overlay. I am attaching a letter of support for the Overlay that we 
sent to Freddie O'Connell in April from 5 families that live on South Street. 

  

We appreciate Freddie's support of the Overlay and your work considering the issue. 

  

Sincerely,  

  

Ben Shoemaker 

  

M. Benjamin Shoemaker, MD, MSCI 

Assistant Professor, Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 

Vanderbilt Center for Arrhythmia Research and Therapeutics (VanCART) 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

(attachment follows) 



           April 14, 2018 

Dear Freddie, 

We are writing to express our support for South Street to be included in the proposed Overlay for 

Historic Edgehill. We represent 5 families who live on South Street and reside in your district. 

Our main interest is to enhance and preserve the quality of life of South Street, which has been 

threatened by developers and investors that are displacing our neighbors. Many who oppose the 

Overlay are predominately investors that do not live in our neighborhood and are concerned 

about building restrictions that may prevent them from maximizing their property value.  

We are encouraged by the widespread support the Overlay has received throughout our 

neighborhood. Due to our schedules, many of us on South Street have been unable to engage in 

the public discussion of the Overlay, but are strong supporters. The vocal group of investors 

opposing the Overlay that are concentrated on South Street do not represent the majority view of 

our street and we are very concerned that people who do not live in our neighborhood will be 

deciding the fate of our street.  We believe that if South Street was excluded from the proposed 

Overlay that it would actually promote the development of vulnerable properties on South Street 

because they would become some of the only lots remaining without building restrictions.  

Thank you Freddie for all that you do for our neighborhood and considering our concerns 

regarding the Overlay. 

Sincerely, 

NAME EMAIL ADDRESS 

John Triggs jft@iplawgroup.com 
1404 South Street 

Mary Henson maryhenson53@gmail.com 

Katherine Dix katherine.marie.dix@gmail.com 1409 South Street 

Thomas Palmeri palmeri.tom@gmail.com 
1410 South Street 

Amy Palmeri amypalmeri86@gmail.com 

Patrick Flynn pcflynn23@gmail.com 
1411 South Street 

Stacy Flynn stacyaflynn@mac.com 

Ben Shoemaker moore.b.shoemaker@vanderbilt.edu 
1500 South Street 

Ashley Shoemaker aehal1@yahoo.com 

 

https://email.vanderbilt.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=eIrL3UENfnIBeIaHzyxbEVXxGxpuGzou-n8l4TGo4JPUhH24_KHVCA..&URL=mailto%3aamypalmeri86%40gmail.com
https://email.vanderbilt.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=q2E2Bj_LGdPksjgjLgg6e5nlX1oBI7vrZM6hDwvXa3-Alr76_KHVCA..&URL=mailto%3astacyaflynn%40mac.com


The emails indented below are a thread of messages addressing one community member’s 

concerns about how he was represented in previous Edgehill comments. 

 

From: Rickoff, Abbie (Planning)  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 12:26 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: FW: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 

 

From: Planning Staff  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 12:25 PM 

To: Rickoff, Abbie (Planning) 

Subject: FW: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 

 

From: Ronnie Miller [mailto:ronmil26@aol.com]  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 11:49 AM 

To: Planning Staff 

Cc: rob82b@gmail.com 

Subject: Fwd: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 

 

Planning Staff,  

 

I am Ronnie Miller Co-facilitator of the Edgehill Neighborhood Coalition I am asking that all 
reference of Sean Kelley and the 7 times reference found on page 37 be removed from the 
Overlay Documents that was submitted. 

 

We apologize for the inconvenience that has happened. 

 

Thank you 

Ronnie Miller 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Rob Benshoof <rob82b@gmail.com> 
To: Miller, Ronnie <ronmil26@aol.com> 
Sent: Thu, Jun 28, 2018 10:26 am 
Subject: Fwd: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 



Ronnie,  

The section that we want removed is 7. Pertinent Info (opposition letter and answers) 

below is the email I received back from the Commision followed by my letter to the commission. 

Thank you, 

Rob 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Planning Commissioners <Planning.Commissioners@nashville.gov> 
Date: Thu, Jun 28, 2018, 9:27 AM 
Subject: RE: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 
To: Rob Benshoof <rob82b@gmail.com> 
Cc: seangkelly@gmail.com <seangkelly@gmail.com>, Rachel Tapper Zijlstra 
<rachelz@me.com>, Freddie O'Connell <freddie@readyforfreddie.com>, Colby Sledge 
<csledge@gmail.com>, Rickoff, Abbie (Planning) <Abbie.Rickoff@nashville.gov> 

 

Any change to that document will have to come from the Edgehill Neighborhood Coalition – the 

“7 times” reference is part of their comment and we can’t alter it. 

  

From: Rob Benshoof [mailto:rob82b@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 7:28 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Cc: seangkelly@gmail.com; Rachel Tapper Zijlstra; Freddie O'Connell; Colby Sledge 

Subject: Please remove Sean Kelley from the Overlay Documents 

  

The Overlay team would like to apologize to Mr. Kelly for assuming that he signed the petition 
multiple times. Please see his note below. 

I saw a copy of the overlay documents and was surprised to see my name on page 37: "you will 
see sean kelly signed multiple times." Change.org does not allow multiple signatures from one 
account. My comments are duplicates with the same time stamp, clearly technical errors. I did not 
sign 7 times as claimed in the document, as that is not possible. I have contacted change.org for a 
statement that I am happy to pass on once I receive it. 
I do not appreciate the insinuation that I have  acted unethically in a document sent to my 
community. This is libelous, harmful and unprofessional. It should have no bearing on an attempt 
to discredit me, or any members of our community against the overlay. Please retract my name 
from the document immediately, and any arguments regarding this change.org technical error in 
upcoming meetings. 
Confirm my name has been removed by tomorrow 6/28 so that I do not need to take further 
action.  

mailto:Planning.Commissioners@nashville.gov
mailto:rob82b@gmail.com
mailto:seangkelly@gmail.com
mailto:seangkelly@gmail.com
mailto:rachelz@me.com
mailto:freddie@readyforfreddie.com
mailto:csledge@gmail.com
mailto:Abbie.Rickoff@nashville.gov
mailto:rob82b@gmail.com
mailto:seangkelly@gmail.com
http://change.org/
http://change.org/
http://change.org/


Thank you, 
Sean Kelly 

 

 

 

From: Brian D. Siewert [mailto:briandsiewert@me.com]  

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 12:06 PM 

To: O'Connell, Freddie (Council Member); Sledge, Colby (Council Member); Planning Commissioners 

Subject: PLEASE OPPOSE EDGEHILL HISTORIC OVERLAY 

 

I have been MISREPRESENTED in the PRO-OVERLAY Survey!!!!! 

 

I strongly oppose the Edgehill Historic Overlay  and appreciate your vote reflect the 

denial of this proposal.  Edgehill's evolution is a reflection of the growth 

and attractive profile ALL of Nashville has been experiencing.  I along with 

MANY OTHERS IN THE AREA believe there is currently a good 

balance of reverence for the existing character of the area and new, contemporary 

construction of high quality and high value.  Please allow for growth, property owner's 

rights and freedom_ and a clearly stronger tax base. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Brian Siewert 

1309 Tremont Ave. 

Nashville, TN 

37212 

 
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Janell Senda [mailto:janell.n.senda@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 10:31 AM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Subject: Oppose Edgehill overlay 
 
Hello I live on Tremont St and I oppose the Edgehill overlay. We bought into this neighborhood in good 
faith that it was growing and progressing. I feel like the people who live here are being ignored. The city 
should be ashamed of the underhanded way this is slipping by. 
 
Janell Senda 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Mary Sue Oleson [mailto:marysueenglund@comcast.net]  
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 10:03 AM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Subject: Overlay for a Edgehill  
 
Good morning, 
 
I am respectfully declaring my opposition to the historic overlay for my neighborhood. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Susan Oleson 
1505 Villa Place 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item 14, 3700 Woodlawn Subdivision 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: craigevan@aol.com [mailto:craigevan@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2018 9:00 PM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Cc: Murphy, Kathleen (Council Member); craigevan@aol.com 
Subject: 3700 Woodlawn Drive 
 
To the members of the planning commission: 
 
I wrote to you yesterday about our concerns of double stacking on the Pennington lot.  I just watched a 
piece on Channel 5 about the possibility of losing 
three historic places on Music Row to “PROGRESS”. 
 
If we continue to allow everyone interested in making money at the expense of what attracted us to 
Nashville in the first place, then we all pay the very high price of destroying the charm of each of our 
lovely neighborhoods. 
 
PLEASE let us NEVER lose sight of the fact that without our homes and neighborhoods maintaining their 
charm, we stand to let contractors, builders, and special interested parties ruin our city. 
 
Belle Meade would NEVER permit this,  Whitland Avenue doesn’t want this, Hampton Avenue, Golf Club 
Lane would never want this and NEITHER does WOODLAWN DRIVE. 
 
Thank you for voting down the proposal reintroduced by the Pennington heirs. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dianne Sussman 
3615 Woodlawn Drive 
Nashville, TN.  37215 

 

From: craigevan@aol.com [mailto:craigevan@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2018 3:36 PM 
To: Planning Commissioners 
Cc: Murphy, Kathleen (Council Member); Rob Stein 
Subject: Pennington Property 
 
To the Planning Commission Members: 
 
My husband and I attended the last meeting on Trinity Lane regarding the Pennington Property. 
 
While we will be unable to attend the next meeting we still 



want to express the feelings we have about this land.  We live directly across the street from the subject 
property and purchased our home in April 1983.  We were immediately 
taken with the beauty of this neighborhood with its lovely trees and sprawling lawns. 
 
 
We knew Guv and Phyllis Pennington and were so happy that they 
 shared  our love of our neighborhood so much that they never had 
any  idea of subdividing their property.   They had 40 some years to do this had they so wanted to or 
believed that it was in the best interest of our neighborhood. 
 
We are extremely concerned and dismayed that their heirs are 
willing to sacrifice all that their parents wanted and set a precedence of double stacking homes on the 
Pennington property.   Thomas Pennington lives in an area where this would be permitted.   
 
The proposed development is totally incongruous to anything in this neighborhood.   
They are trying to be deceptive to the neighborhood  and withholding the prettiest lot  to develop later.  
It is exactly the same 
plan  that was voted down by the zoning commission by a 7/1 vote with the exception that they are 
holding one lot for future development.  They are trying to give the appearance of no Double Stacking 
but it clearly will be.   
Instead of doing the original plan in one stage they will hold on to the other lot and do this in two 
stages. 
 
 
Please validate the decision which you made earlier that this is not in keeping with this area.    We want 
to preserve our neighborhood as the beautiful and unique area it has been since we purchased our 
home. 
Thank you for your time and consideration and for your service to our community. 
We thank you for helping us to this end. 
 
Very Sincerely 
Dianne and Craig Sussman 
3615 Woodlawn Drive 
Nashville, Tennessee. 37215 
 

 

From: James Bristol [mailto:JamesBBristol@outlook.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 8:15 AM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: Pennington Property 2018s-117-001 

 

Dear Commissioners, 



 

I am writing to express my support for the development 

of The Pennington Property 2018s-117-001 that has been submitted to the 

Commission by the Pennington family. I was in support of the prior plans 

submitted. This new plan seems to addresses technical concerns that were raised 

over those prior submissions. I have lived in the neighborhood for ten years and 

have been active in our neighborhood association and in supporting 

improvements to Woodmont Park. My daily work commute takes me to the 

intersection of Lynnbrook and Woodlawn, so I get a good look at this property 

everyday. It is very deep and slopes down. In my view, the proposed development 

would significantly enhance both the property and the neighborhood. The 

proposed cul-de-sac would also be a significant improvement at that intersection.  

 

In my opinion, this plan is in harmony with the character of the neighborhood. 

Because of the depth of the property from Woodlawn, and the slope down, I 

expect that the homes would not be completely visible from Woodlawn. I also 

think that the cul-de-sac extending Lynnbrook will result in improved visibility for 

motorists and safety.  Currently, there is a driveway across from Lynnbrook that is 

confusing if you are not familiar with the property. This is a large lot and this 

responsible development should actually improve the value of the neighboring 

homes. 

 

I understand the property is zoned RS20, and that the proposed development will 
be well within that zoning - 1 house per 20,000 square feet. The objections I've 
heard raised in our community seem to be based on the "character" of the 
neighborhood, particularly with respect to homes on Woodlawn. There are some 
stately homes on Woodlawn that have stood for nearly a century and have been 
well-preserved. I do not understand how this development detracts from those 
homes or the character of street.  

 



Some of our neighbors have suggested that the owners should essentially accept 

a down zone and have only three homes on that property that face Woodlawn. 

While I can understand the objection to "flag lots" or "double stacking," this is a 

cul-de-sac development that avoids those objections. I don't see how 3 homes 

facing the street would be consistent with the "character" of Woodlawn, 

while homes on a cul-de-sac would not. Further, if all homes faced Woodlawn, 

they would sit on narrower frontage which, I believe, would be unattractive. They 

would be very deep, narrow home lots and there would be three driveways with 

access to Woodlawn rather than a single point of entry at the Lynnbrook 

intersection. This would be consistent with similar cul-de-sac developments that 

are a short distance from the Pennington Property. One at the end of Cantrell is 

very attractive. The homes that are planned for construction will be of higher 

caliber than many of the aging homes that are not so stately but have been in the 

neighborhood for decades, including the existing family home that sits on the 

property now. 

 

I am not sure that personal opinions about character - which are debatable - are a 
valid basis for restricting the property rights of the Pennington family. There have 
been private conversations among the neighbors and by my count most have 
been supportive of this development. I expect fewer of us are comfortable voicing 
their opinions in this format, and I am sure that I am upsetting some of my good 
neighbors by voicing mine. I am concerned that the rights of the owners of the 
Pennington Property should not be so easily disregarded over personal opinions. 

 

Nashville is a growing city. Responsible development is needed to serve the 
growing population. This is a responsible, well-conceived development. I respect 
my neighbors' opinions that are against the development but do not see a logical 
or legal basis for restricting the family's use of the property. To the contrary, 
I believe that this one will enhance our neighborhood. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 



 

Respectfully, 

 

James Bristol 

500 Oaklawn Avenue 

Nashville 

 

615-243-2422 

 

From: Edith Porter-Shirley <bunnyps@icloud.com> 

Subject: Pennington property 

Date: June 27, 2018 at 11:54:38 AM CDT 

To: planning.commissioners@nashville.gov 

Cc: Kathleen Murphy <Kathleen@MurphyforMetro.com> 

 

To the Planning Commission Members: 

 

I was at the meeting that was held in East Nashville a month or so ago.  I sat there for the 3+ hours and 

was fascinated by the process; the work that goes into the meetings prior to the public meeting.  This 

was my first meeting where what I was coming to hear about was not presented at the 

beginning.  Sitting there for 3+ hours was illuminating in many ways.  Thank you so much for your time 

and service!!!! 

 

This past week the new proposal for the division of the Pennington property came to my attention.  I 

was surprised for several reasons.  I thought that at the meeting in East Nashville it was determined that 

there would not be a new road (Lynnbrook Circle or whatever they would name it).  The rational for this 

decision was that to add a new road would breakup the continuity of Woodlawn Ave.   There is still the 

https://maps.google.com/?q=500+Oaklawn+Avenue+%0D%0A+Nashville&entry=gmail&source=g
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new road in this new plan.  Leaving the meeting what I thought I heard you was that you, The Planning 

Commission, would consent to their building four houses along Woodlawn with each having their own 

driveway; eliminating the new road.  Perhaps I missed something or they (the Pennington’s ) are 

presenting the same plan just dressed up differently?  In this plan that they are presenting they do 

propose just four houses but on only a piece of the existing property leaving the option to build in the 

future in front of the homes that would be on this new road.  What I think I am seeing is a twisted 

interpretation of what you suggested they could do.  This proposal of theirs, once more, is not fitting for 

this part of Woodlawn or for our part the Woodlawn Neighborhood Association. 

 

This Woodlawn area is very diverse … diverse economically with many of the families electing to send 

their children to public school.  The types of homes in this area are also diverse.  There are larger homes 

and smaller ones like mine.  I am at 801 Lynnbrook Road in a small ranch house build in the early 

1940s.  To dramatically change the look of Woodlawn which the present (new plan) plan presented for 

the council to review at the next meeting would do.  The unique look with the larger pieces of property 

along Woodlawn adds to the diversity of our neighborhood.  Please hold firm to the guidelines you set 

at the last meeting as it regards this piece of property. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Bunny Porter-Shirley 

801 Lynnbrook Road 

37215 

 

 

 

From: charles sharp [mailto:scc54320@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, June 25, 2018 3:34 PM 

To: Planning Commissioners 

Subject: 3700 and 0 Woodlawn a.k.a. The Pennington Property 2018S-046-001 now 2018S-117-001: 

 

I am in favor of the Pennington Property development,  



Because just down the block at 3801 Woodlawn Dr.  the Cummings family developed their property in 

around 1980. They made a turn around and the many new houses with small lots were and are an asset 

to the plan of Woodlawn . Woodlawn starts out near Hillsboro Road and goes to what was once 

Woodlawn Market, and is now interstate 440. The next block, just past Estes, there are areas where 

vacant lots are being made into driveways. I feel that land owners should have the right to do with their 

land as they see fit: driveways,homes, or parks . Woodlawn ends up at the other end with one of the 

best schools in Nashville, Ensworth and a Regions bank. Every block of Woodlawn is made up of diversity 

with no one set rule but what was good for the home owner and the neighborhood and the city. What 

was good in 1951-a school, or 1980-turn around driveway and nice homes, 1986- interestate 440, 2018- 

a driveway out of a vacant lot.  What is key to Woodlawn is the diversity. Just because different 

landowners have different views on what is best, the American way is to let each person have their 

freedom. If one disagrees, then they can buy the land and have it their way. Throughout all these years 

what has been good for this land has occurred; why is it not fitting to continue this growth on into the 

future. 

Cayley Sharp 

 

 

 


