Davidson County Election Commission
April 10, 2014
The Davidson County Election Commission (DCEC) met at 3:30 p.m. in the Antioch Conference Room on April 10, 2014 at Metro Southeast.  Commissioners Ron Buchanan, Jennifer Lawson, Tricia Herzfeld, A. J. Starling, and Jim DeLanis were present.  DCEC staff members included Administrator of Elections (AOE) Kent Wall, Joan Nixon, Bill Hyden, and Kelley Harrison.  Nicki Eke of the Metropolitan Department of Law was also in attendance.

Chairman Buchanan convened the meeting.

Approve Minutes from March 24, 2014 Meeting
In reviewing the minutes, Commissioner Lawson noted one word that was omitted in a sentence.  The correction was made to the minutes.
Motion stated:  Commissioner DeLanis made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 24, 2014 meeting as amended.
Seconded by:  Commissioner Starling
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously

City of Oak Hill Election
a. Approve Oak Hill Paper and Voting Machine Ballots.  Commission reviewed both paper and voting machine ballots for the City of Oak Hill.  There are six (6) candidates vying for two open seats.
Motion stated:  Commissioner Starling made a motion to approve both paper and voting machine ballots for the City of Oak Hill as presented.
Seconded by:  Commissioner Herzfeld
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously
b. Approve Oak Hill Early Voting Hours and Early Voting Location.  AOE Wall reported that Kevin Helms, City Manager of Oak Hill, requested Early Voting for the City of Oak Hill be held from May 21st through June 3rd at our DCEC satellite office (800 2nd Ave S) from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (no Saturdays or Memorial Day).
c. Approve Election Day Location.  AOE Wall reported that the City of Oak Hill is requesting one location for Election Day (June 10, 2014)- Brentwood Hills Church of Christ and the Election Day hours be set from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Motion stated:  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the Oak Hill early voting site and hours and the Oak Hill Election Day site and hours as presented.
Seconded by:  Commissioner Herzfeld
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously

Set Date and Time To Open Provisional Ballot Boxes- May Primary
AOE Wall recommended Friday, May 9th at 9:00 a.m.  Both Commissioners Buchanan and Starling agreed to the recommended date and time mentioned above.




Old/New Business
Old Business
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]State Grant For Voting Machine Rental:  AOE Wall presented the board with an update of the State Grant for $104,000 to rent one hundred (100) voting machines for three (3) years (through 2016).  DCEC has received the preliminary go-ahead approval from the State and the State has acknowledged they will send other documents as well.  Once all documentation has been received, the DCEC will execute documents on our end to be sent to Metro Legal, Metro Finance Director, and Metro Council.
b. Supplemental Budget Request Status:  AOE Wall reported the supplemental budget request was $327,200 and consisted of the satellite office, recruiter administrative assistant, a legal settlement, and additional early voting sites.  The supplemental budget request was approved by Metro Council on April 2, 2014.

New Business
c. Metro Council Budget Hearing May 21, 2014 5:00 p.m.:  This is the scheduled date and time for the Election Commission to appear before Metro Council.
d. Approve Verified Petitions- August 7, 2014 Election:  Joan Nixon and Kelley Harrison presented a list of verified petitions to the board and Miss Nixon stated the names of those candidates who withdrew from the election. The board reviewed said petitions.
1. Margie Penn – Ms.  Penn picked up a nominating petition for State Senate District 19 at the State Election Commission on January 3, 2014 and submitted her petition to the DCEC on April 3, 2014 (qualifying deadline).  Ms. Penn’s petition was verified but had only twenty (20) valid signatures. Twenty-five (25) signatures are required in order for a candidate’s name to be placed on the ballot.  Ms. Penn challenged the rejected names.  Joan Nixon and Kelley Harrison went over each name and presented detailed evidence to the board of the rejected names from her petition.  Discussion ensued among the board.
Motion Stated:  Commissioner Herzfeld made a motion to approve the verified list of petitions as presented.
Seconded by:  Commissioner Lawson
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously
Commissioner DeLanis requested the minutes reflect the board’s appreciation of Ms. Penn’s willingness to run for office and her willingness to support her petition but based on presented information, Ms. Penn is lacking the needed amount of signatures for her name to be placed on the ballot.
Commissioner DeLanis also commended the staff for going through the petition very carefully and providing detailed supporting evidence. 
Motion Stated:  Commissioner DeLanis made a motion to decline Ms. Penn’s appeal.
Seconded by:   Commissioner Starling
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously

Administrator’s Reports
a. Mr. Lish Burgess – Point of information:  Mr. Burgess is a poll official whose wife is a candidate for a Democratic Executive Committee seat. He wants to work the election.  He will be appointed to work at a different polling location so as not to have a conflict of interest.
b. Homeland Security Survey Update– Submission of survey will be April 11, 2014.
c. High School Supplemental Registration Update- Due to efforts by Carlatina Hampton and volunteers, the DCEC registered 881 high school seniors.
d. Nominating Petitions- The DCEC issued ninety-two (92) petitions and seventy-one (71) were verified.  In addition, there were twenty-four (24) state wide petitions that were verified.
e. Poll Official Recruiting- It was noted in the last DCEC meeting that we’ve received 242 new poll worker applications; as of today the number is over 350.

Lock Oak Hill Ballot Boxes
Oak Hill ballot boxes were locked by Chairman Buchanan and Commissioner Starling.

Lock Election Day Ballot Boxes – May Primary
All 161 ballot boxes were locked by Chairman Buchanan and Commissioner Starling.

Set date and time for next meeting 
The next commission meeting was set for May 19, 2014 at 3:30 p.m.

Adjourn
Motion stated:  Commissioner Herzfeld made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by:  Commissioner Lawson
Outcome of motion:  Passed unanimously





__________________________________________
Tricia Herzfeld, Secretary
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