
 

 

 

 

Metropolitan Historical Commission Meeting 

Agenda 
Teleconference 

October 19, 2020 

12:00 p.m.  
   

 

 

I. Call to Order    Clay Bailey, Chair 

 

 

 

II. Establish that COVID-19 requires telephonic meeting as permitted 

under Executive Order No. 16 

 

 

III. Approval of February, June, July and September Minutes 

 

 

IV. Historical Markers   Jessica Reeves  

 

• Samuel Smith   

 

 

V. Adjourn 
 

 

 

 

Metro Historical Commission 

3000 Granny White Pike, Nashville, TN 37204 

www.nashville.gov/mhc 

historicalcommission@nashville.gov 
 

The Metro Nashville Historical Commission does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, sex, color, national origin, religion, 

sexual orientation, or disability in access to, or operation of its programs, services, activities or in its hiring or employment practices. 

ADA inquiries may be directed to: ADA Compliance Coordinator, Metro Historical Commission, (615) 862-7970. Title VI inquiries 

should be forwarded to: Ms. Shirley Sims-Saldana, Title VI Coordinator, Human Relations, 800 2nd Avenue, South, 4th Floor, 

Nashville, TN 37210, (615) 880-3391. Contact Department of Human Resources for all employment related inquiries at (615) 862-

6640. 
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Samuel Smith marker- approved by Marker Committee 10/13/20 
 
Side 1- Racial Terror Lynchings in America 
After Southern states overthrew Reconstruction and began undermining the gains newly 
freed African Americans achieved during the era, white supremacists used racial terror 
lynchings to intimidate African Americans and enforce segregation. Thousands of Black 
men, women and children were lynched in the United States between 1865 and 1950. 
White mobs often committed these lynchings close to the scenes of alleged crimes to 
intimidate and terrorize the local Black community. 
474 characters and spaces 
 
 
Side 2- Lynching of Samuel Smith 
On Dec. 15, 1924, Samuel Smith, age 15, was lynched after being abducted from 
Nashville General Hospital. Smith and his uncle had car trouble and attempted to take 
parts from Ike Eastwood's garage. Shots were exchanged; Smith and Eastwood were 
wounded. Armed, masked, white men took Smith from the hospital and drove him to 
Eastwood's property. He was stripped, shot and lynched. People watched the lynching 
from their cars. The city offered an award; no one was ever arrested. 
477 characters and spaces 
 
 

Sources: 
Nashville Banner 12/13/1924 (“Negro Accused of Shooting Caught”) 
Nashville Tennessean 12/16/1924 (“Mob Lynches Negro Boy Who Shot Grocer”) 
Nashville Banner 12/16/1924 (“Mob Lynches Young Negro”) 
Nashville Banner 12/17/1924 (“State Moves Against Mob”) 
Nashville Tennessean 12/17/1924 (“$5,000 Reward For Arrest of Mob Offered”) 
Nashville Banner 12/18/1924 (“Ike Eastwood Dies of Wounds”) 
Nashville Banner 12/19/1924 (“Lawyers Employed to Prosecute Mob”) 
Nashville Banner 12/31/1924 (“Next Grand Jury to Prove Lynching”) 
The Knoxville Journal 03/26/1925 (“Negro Gets 18 Years”) 
 
https://www.weremembernashville.org/samuel-smith-story (There are a few details 
that are incorrect in this story, but the broad strokes are all there and can give you a 
sense of the incident beyond what we can include on the marker.) 

https://www.weremembernashville.org/samuel-smith-story


 

 

 
 

 
 

HOW DOES THE MEETING WORK? 
SPECIAL NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Out of an abundance of caution, and pursuant to recommendations from federal, state and 
local health agencies regarding avoiding group gatherings due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus 
the October 19 meeting will be via teleconference. To protect the health and safety of our 
community, we strongly encourage all members of the public to view this meeting remotely.  
 
During this meeting, there will be an opportunity to call in and give a comment. The number to call for live 
commenting is 629-255-1965 and the Chair will announce when the phone lines are open and ready to receive 
calls. 
 

Event: Oct 2020 MHC Meeting 
 
Date and Time: 10/19/20 @ 12:00 PM 
 
Please join this meeting at least 15 minutes ahead of your scheduled hearing.    
 
When it’s time, you may join the Event (hover mouse over green button and use Ctrl+Click to follow link) 
                
 
 
 
Link:  
 

https://nashville.webex.com/nashville/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef1e943940624daa3a27292890e80053b 
 
 
If you would like to join via phone: 

1) Call ‘415-655-0002’ 
2) When prompted for the meeting access code, enter ‘146 945 6494’ followed by # 
3) When prompted, press # to indicate you are an attendee 

 
If the link does not work: 

1) Go to Nashville.webex.com 
2) Enter ‘146 945 6494’ in the Join Meeting Text box and hit enter 
3) Fill in your information on the right hand-side 
4) Enter the Event Password, enter ‘metro’. 
5) Click on ‘Join Now’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Join Event 

https://nashville.webex.com/nashville/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef1e943940624daa3a27292890e80053b
https://nashville.webex.com/nashville/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef1e943940624daa3a27292890e80053b


 

 

 

 
 
 
Comments to the Commission can also be communicated via mail or email. To ensure your comments are 
included, please send email no later than 10 a.m. on Monday, October 19th. Comments received regarding 
items on the agenda will be recorded into the record by a historical commission staff member by reading 
written comments. Comments may also be called in during the meeting as noted earlier.  
 

Mailing Address: MHC, 3000 Granny White Pike, Nashville, TN 37204  
E-mail: historicalcommission@nashville.gov  
For information on how virtual public meetings:  
https://www.nashville.gov/Government/Virtual-Board-and-Commission-Meetings.aspx  

 
 

mailto:historicalcommission@nashville.gov
https://www.nashville.gov/Government/Virtual-Board-and-Commission-Meetings.aspx

