
Mayor Cooper’s Sustainability 
Advisory Committee 

February 20, 2020



Agenda

Welcome and overview of committee role, 
structure and timeline 
Linda Breggin and Eric Kopstain (10 minutes)

Presentation on climate action plans 
Tiffany Wilmot, Erin Hafkenschiel, Mary Beth Ikard (45 minutes) 

Wrap Up 
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A Call to Action for Nashville
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Mayor Cooper Announces Multiple Initiatives to Combat Climate Change and 
Promote Sustainability, Signs Global Covenant of Mayors
12/5/2019

Mayor John Cooper today announced that his administration has signed the Global Covenant of 
Mayors as a precursor to participating in the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, a coalition of 94 
leading cities around the world focused on tackling climate change and driving urban action that 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions. Mayor Cooper also introduced multiple local initiatives 
underway by his administration to address climate change and sustainability in Nashville and 
Davidson County.

Mayor Cooper’s initial climate change and sustainability initiatives include:
• the establishment of a Sustainability Advisory Committee to review active proposals as they 

are being implemented through legislation



Sustainability Advisory Committee Role 

• The Committee will draw on best practices and synthesize and prioritize the 
good work that already has been done to develop and implement 
sustainability plans and recommendations for the City—including the work of 
Livable Nashville, NashvilleNext, the Green Ribbon Committee and Plan to 
Play.

• The Sustainability Advisory Committee will advise and support the City’s 
commitment pursuant to the Global Covenant of Mayors to develop a Climate 
Action Plan for the city of Nashville. The Committee also will provide advice
on a range of sustainability issues and review active proposals as they are 
being implemented through legislation. 

• Committee members represent various perspectives surrounding sustainability 
efforts, including those of nonprofit agencies, businesses and academia. 
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Sustainability Advisory Sub-Committees

Energy: Co-Chairs: Anne Davis, attorney; Tiffany Wilmot, president of Wilmot Inc

Green Buildings: Co-Chairs: Bob Freeman, Tennessee General Assembly state representative and partner 
at Freeman Applegate Partners; Amanda Garcia, managing attorney at the Tennessee office of the 
Southeastern Environmental Law Center

Mobility: Co-Chairs: Erin Hafkenschiel, executive director of mobility at Vanderbilt University; Mary Vavra, 
Transit Now Nashville

Natural Resources: Co-Chairs: Mekayle Houghton, executive director of the Cumberland River Compact; 
Jenny Park, state director for The Trust for Public Land

Waste Reduction: Co-Chairs: Todd Lawrence, executive director of the Urban Green Lab; John 
Sherman, Solid Waste Regional Planning Board

Resilience/Adaptation: Co-Chairs: Liz McLaurin, president and CEO of The Land Trust for Tennessee; 
Jaclyn Mothupi, regional director of external affairs for the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation
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Committee and Subcommittee Structure 
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Energy
Anne Davis,   

Tiffany Wilmot

Green Buildings
Bob Freeman, 
Amanda Garcia

Mobility
Erin Hafkenschiel, 

Mary Vavra

Natural 
Resources

Mekayle Houghton, 
Jenny Park

Resilience/ 
Adaptation
Liz McLaurin,  

Jaclyn Mothupi

Waste 
Reduction

Todd Lawrence, 
John Sherman

• Jason Carney
• Brad Hall
• Dan Joranko
• Geoff MacDonald
• David Proffitt
• Ryan Stanton
• Robert Wingfield

• David Bailey
• Holly Baird
• Darek Bell
• Ian Prunty
• Kim E. Shinn
• Erika Weeks
• Manuel Zeitlin

• Michael Connolly
• Sue Ballard de Ruiz
• Mark Deutschmann
• Brian Gant
• Gary Gaston
• Nora Kern

METRO LIAISONS
• Sammi Areola
• Tracy Buck
• Lucy Kempf
• Tasha Kennard
• Audra Ladd
• Scott Potter
• David Proffitt
• Marty Sewell

• Terry Cook
• Dodd Galbreath
• Beth Prichard Geer
• David Lawrence
• Rob Horton
• Steve Law
• Robert Waits

• Paul Farley
• Andrea George
• Sizwe Herring
• Katie Poss
• Grace Stranch
• David Ter Kuile
• Ed Wansing

CHAIRS
Linda Breggin,    
Eric Kopstain

METRO LIAISONS
• Steve Bland
• Felix Castrodad
• Marty Sewell

METRO LIAISONS
• Greg Claxton
• Rebecca Dohn
• Cindy Harrison
• Lucky Kempf
• Audra Ladd
• Scott Potter

METRO LIAISONS
• Patrick Combs
• Laurel Creech
• Bill Herbert
• Wade Hill
• Mike Wegerson
• Nancy Whittemore
• Matthew Wilkinson

METRO LIAISONS
• Laurel Creech
• DeCosta Jenkins
• Tony Richman

METRO LIAISONS
• Jennifer Harman
• Tasha Kennard
• Sharon Smith

Metro liaisons not listed on specific committee:  Pearl Amanfu, Keith Durbin, Colleen Herndon, Tim Netsch, Monique Odom, Carla Stephenson, Mark Sturtevant



Proposed Draft Timeline – Year 1
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Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Create & 
Publish  
Climate Action 
Plan

Full Committee 
Meetings 02/20 TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD

Sub 
Committee 
Meetings

Advisory to Mayor 
on Council 
legislation

Information gathering and template 
completion by sub-committees.

Publish 
CAP

Integration of sub-committee 
plans and report preparation.

Share with full committee 
and refine based on input.

To occur at pace and frequency established by Sub-Committee Co-Chairs and Sub-Committee Members



Committee and Subcommittee 
Document Repository 
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https://metronashville.sharepoint.com/sites/SustainabilityAdvisoryCommittee



Climate Action Plan Examples
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Cities Similar in Size to Nashville

Cities Larger than Nashville

Boston https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/boston-climate-action

Baltimore https://www.baltimoresustainability.org/plans/climate-action-plan/

Detroit https://detroitenvironmentaljustice.org/climate-action-plan/

Portland https://beta.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-07/cap-2015_june30-2015_web_0.pdf

Atlanta https://atlantaclimateactionplan.wordpress.com/

Houston http://greenhoustontx.gov/climateactionplan/

San Antonio https://climateactionsa.com/

San Jose https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/environment/climate-smart-san-jose

Austin http://austintexas.gov/page/climate-change-policies-and-plans

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fenvironment%2Fboston-climate-action&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C0%7C637177386619103877&sdata=X9xmK8B2HxHjO3OUbIwksAr%2BURAsCBvznWqZNg9XoBg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoresustainability.org%2Fplans%2Fclimate-action-plan%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C0%7C637177386619103877&sdata=iMC2WRoQgfUDH7SOCGKQL37kTvbBwkSI7J7%2F9AIAOes%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdetroitenvironmentaljustice.org%2Fclimate-action-plan%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619113873&sdata=AWtsLjKdaLyuUT7XDYUKhw9gt8j6HB0aj7DKdoF9yfI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.portland.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2019-07%2Fcap-2015_june30-2015_web_0.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619113873&sdata=WEicjuUwESMpAtxnycNVPH1bQXT4ifOAhNj8zAoTEdQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fatlantaclimateactionplan.wordpress.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619123867&sdata=mfIh0HuG%2BnStKEoSzQTjAHNPI8vUrE7SnD%2BDanX2Ods%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgreenhoustontx.gov%2Fclimateactionplan%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619123867&sdata=3vl7j%2F1UgHQHbiJyFfXPthPmZbmt6PCKDpcsZwZ3Ltc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclimateactionsa.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619133861&sdata=v4RQzu9y0brYRAHOK0I%2FDG199%2BYPYACbOtfoqSlDkqo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanjoseca.gov%2Fyour-government%2Fenvironment%2Fclimate-smart-san-jos&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C0%7C637177386619133861&sdata=Qs1IDs7si7dh9dIyNaFUtP1KhGVLFxNac8O6EUnt4bo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faustintexas.gov%2Fpage%2Fclimate-change-policies-and-plans&data=02%7C01%7Ceric.kopstain%40Vanderbilt.Edu%7Cd6ab40c4f22a4a8caa7808d7b5750af4%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C1%7C637177386619143854&sdata=bifHHIV6XQl5EsDK04CZxMMZ3Li9KNEdVq7445uUlsM%3D&reserved=0


Communications Plan

Communications plan sets out to:
• Announce the Sustainability Advisory Committee publicly
• Establish the city of Nashville as a sustainability leader
• Educate audiences on the positive effects of this committee and its work 

Primary Audience(s):
• Nashville community members

Secondary Audience(s):
• University, institutional and business community members
• Media outlets
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Tactic Primary Audience Details

Website Nashville community • Develop website content that will highlight committee 
description; committee chairs and subcommittees; members; 
meeting information; links to previous announcements

Social Media Nashville community • @JohnCooper4Nash tweets about committee and links to 
webpage inviting community to learn more about the work 
@FutureVUSustainability and @FutureVUNews post about 
committee appointments

FAQ/Talking Points SAC members • Develop FAQ or talking points for committee members



Next Steps

• Calendar Upcoming Full Committee Meetings and Committee Events

• Sub-Committees to convene at pace/frequency each determines

• Distribute template to sub-committees for population of suggestions
• “90-Day Plan”:  Sub-Committees to submit completed templates by end of May, 2020

• MORE TO COME
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