Section 1. That Section 17.04.060 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is amended by adding the
following definitions in alphabetical order:

“Critical root zone” (CRZ) means the area of soil around a tree where the minimum area
of roots considered critical to the structural stability and health of the tree are located.
The CRZ is to be determined by measuring one foot per each inch of tree diameter at
breast height, with a minimum of ten feet.

“Structural root zone” (SRZ) means the area of soil around a tree where the minimum
area of roots required to maintain the structural stability of the tree are located. The SRZ
is to be determined by measuring one-half foot per each inch of tree diameter at breast
heigh, with a minimum of six feet.

Section 2. That Section 17.28.065.D of the Metropolitan Code is deleted in its entirety and
replaced with the following:

D. Protection of trees during development activities.

1. General. Toassure the health and survival of retained trees, the following kinds of tree
injuries shall be prohibited during all development activities:

a. Mechanical injuries to roots, trunk and branches;

b. Injuries by chemical poisoning or soil flooding;

c. Injuries by grade changes;

d. Injuries by excavations, trenching, or soil compaction; and
e. Injuries by paving or other soil covering or material storage.

2. Tree Protection Zone. A tree protection zone shall be established around each retained
tree, tree preservation area, and natural area as shown in Figures X. The tree protection
zone shall be comprised of two distinct areas.

a. The Structural Root Zone (SRZ) is to be determined by measuring one-half foot per
each inch of tree diameter at breast height. If the SRZ is less than six feet, then the
SRZ shall be a minimum of six feet.

1. No area within the SRZ shall be disturbed or modified.

b. The Critical Root Zone (CRZ) shall be directly adjacent to the SRZ and is to be
determined by measuring one foot per each inch of tree diameter at breast height. If
the CRZ is less than ten feet, the protection zone shall be a minimum of ten feet.

1. The configuration of the CRZ may be adjusted up to 20% upon approval of
Planning or Codes Staff, as applicable. This may include pre-existing site
conditions such as structures, foundations, or utilities. It may also include tree
characteristics such as species and tolerance to stress and construction
activities.



Structural Root Zone min. radius = 6ft

Structural Root Zone radius = 10t

3. Development Prohibited within the Tree Protection Zone. All development activities shall
be prohibited within the tree protection zone provided for any protected trees, including
any construction of buildings, structures, paving surfaces, and storm-water
retention/detention ponds. All temporary construction activities shall also be prohibited
within tree protection areas, including all digging, concrete washing, storage of
construction material, and parking of construction vehicles.

4. Development Prohibited within the Natural Areas. All development activities shall be
prohibited within any tree protection zone established for a natural area preserved in
open space pursuant to Section 17.12.090 Conservation Development.

5. Fencing of Tree Protection Zone or Natural Area Open Space. Prior to the
commencement of grading or construction, the developer shall enclose the entire tree
protection zone or natural area open space within a fence as follows:

a. Chain link fencing at least four feet in height and secured using appropriate posts
spaced not more than ten feet apart.

b. During construction, each tree protection zone shall be identified with temporary
signs to clearly demarcate the extent of the zone. Signs shall be made of a
recyclable material and installed on the tree protection fence, visible on all sides of
the fenced-in area at a rate of at least one sign for every 100 linear feet. The size of
each sign must be a minimum of two feet by two feet and shall contain the following
language in English and Spanish: “TREE PROTECTION ZONE: KEEP OUT. ZONA
DE LA PROTECCION DEL ARBOL. NO SE PERMITE ENTRAR". The owner shall
maintain the protective barrier during the entire construction process and shall make
certain that it is observed by the contractor.

c. The location of tree fence shall be coordinated with any required silt fence. Tree
fence shall be located toward the tree with the silt fence outside to prevent erosion
inside a tree preservation area.

d. Tree fence shall be maintained until applicable Staff has completed a final
inspection and released the project.

6. Tree Protection Zone Encroachment.



a. Utility Excavation. Excavating or trenching shall not be permitted within the tree
protection zone. Utilities shall be located away from the tree protection zone. If trees
are damaged or destroyed during excavation or trenching, the damaged or destroyed
trees shall be replaced inaccordance with section 17.28.065. Placing of utilities
through the use of tunnelling may be permitted with approval from Planning or Codes
Staff, as applicable. Applicable Staff may propose rules and regulations governing
and/or limiting utilities in the tree protection zone.

b. Sodding and Groundcover. Placement of sod or other groundcovers and the
preparation of the ground surface for such covers shall be permitted within the tree
protection zone, so long as tree roots in the area are not damaged by the method of
preparation.

c. Tree Care. Pruning of branches or roots or removal of dead limbs on a tree/s located
within the tree protection zone shall be permitted. An ISA certified arborist shall be
required to supervise all operations related towards tree care. All tree care activities
shall be done without the use of heavy machinery or vehicles within the tree
protection zone. Prior to tree care activities, Planning or Codes Staff, as applicable,
shall be informed in writing.

7. Inspections.

a. All retained trees, pursuant to a tree survey, shall be inspected by applicable Staff
one year following completion of the project to ensure that they are surviving in a
healthy condition.

b. Retained trees which require replacement shall be determined by Planning or Codes
Staff, as applicable.

c. Any retained tree which is damaged during construction, or with damage occurring
as a result of construction, shall be replaced as provided in Section 17.28.065. Trees
planted to replace damaged or removed protected trees shall not be counted
toward the site TDU.

d. The owner shall be notified in writing of Staff’'s determinations.
8. Tree Protection Violations.

a. Civil penalties shall be assessed in the event of injury, damage, or removal of trees
within the tree protection zone. Penalties shall be assessed at $50 per violation, per
day. Each tree, in which a violation occurred, shall be considered an individual
violation. No notice of violation shall be required prior to the assessment of civil
penalty pursuant to this subsection.

b. All trees within the Tree Protection Zone shall no longer be counted for TDU
requirements unless an assessment has been provided by an ISA Certified Arborist
and approved by Applicable Staff.

c. Any injury, damage, or removal of tree shall be determined as removal without a
permit and shall be replanted in accordance with 17.28.065.

d. A site shall be considered in compliance with the submittal of a revised landscape
plan and planting deadline approved by Planning or Codes Staff, as applicable. In
the event that replacement trees are not planted by the agreed-upon deadline, civil
penalties previously assessed shall resume until final inspection of replacement
trees.






